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Courteous Reader, 


| Deſire thee to take know- 
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© Ml ledge, that this little follow- 


1 keg ing Treatiſe 1s not intended 
9 onfy, nor chiefly for young 
Chriſtians, but eſpecially for ſuch grow- 
ing Plants, as its to be hoped may be 
helped thereby, to become ſo much the 
ſooner ripe and ready for ſervice to the 
Church of God, The Texts I point to 
for proof of theſe Doctrines, I neuter 
repeat nor argue : partly, becauſe | 
World not make my Book great, that the 
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To the Reader. 
price might beſmall ; and partly becauſe 
I'would have thee to exerciſe thy ſtudy: 
but if thou meeteſt with any knot in the 
reading of my Book, too hard for thee to 
nnty,it thou pleaſe to uſe my help,l doubt 


not through the grace of God, but I ſhall 


be able to help thee therein. 
And for any Þrethren that ſhall read 
my Book, and upon the beſt conſiderati- 
on of it , ſhall 1n any material point or 
points, be found contrary to me in Fuds.- 
ment, I ſhould rejoyce toſee ſuch a frame 
of Spirit in them, as to Write me the rea- 
ons of their diſſent : 1 ſhould comforta- 
bly hope this conrſe in ſome ſhort time 
world, through the bleſing of God, gra- 
ciouſly tend to bring us to Unity 1a the 
Truth: Thus deſwing thee to read ſeri- 
ouſly the enſuing Diſcomſe, I heartily 
bid thee farewel, and reſt, 
Thine in any ſervice for (briſt, 
W. SELLERS, 


! 
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Chriſtian Inſtruction : 


Direfting to 'a more perfett and ſaving Knowledge of 
G 0 D, in the Foundation- Principles of true Religion, 
- 
ueftion, 
GCUEPOMREe] t are we to judge of God ? Us there one or more ? 
= Dd VWE Anſw, There 15 but one God, the Father ; of 
Z- £ whom are all things; Dext.4.35, & 6.4 
21 'v | Qu. How muſt we #nderſtand and judge of bim ? 

AA Af. He is not only the Author of all Beings, 

RNS RA but alſo the Fountain of all Good ; 2 Cor, 1. 3. 

Epheſ.4.6, Jam.1.17, And all his Wayes, which 

contain both his Decrees -or Purpoſes, and his Works, are all 
like himſelf, very good ; Ger.1.31, Fam.1.13,17. Pſal,z33:4,5, 

+ But how can it be clearly proved that there 1s a God beyond doubt? 

A. The Works of God make it evident ; Rom, 1. 19, 20, Pſal. 
19.1, See more of this in my Book, called A Preſervative from 
Atheiſm and Error. 

Q. But if God did makg all things very good, how came Mankind ſo 
very bad ? 

A, By breaking the Law and Covenant of God. 

Q. 1s the Law 4d Covenant all one ? 

A. There is no difference, but only this ; the conditions of cur- 
fing the breaker of the Law, and bleſſing the doer of it, expreft 
Gal.3.10,12. annexed vr added to the Law, maketh it a Covenant. 

Q. hat Law do you mean ? 

A. The ten Commandments, expreſt Exod, 20. 

Q. How doth it appear that this Law was given from the beginning, 
and that Man tran, greſt it 2 

A. Inthat it is called the old and fix Covenant, Heb,$, 7, &c. 


a3 alſo from Ros. 3. 19,20, in thatit (tops every mouth, and lavs 
a} 
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(6 ) 
all the World under guilt, and brings them to the knowledge of fin, 
See more <> this in the fore-mentioned Bdok, | 

Q. What # the puniſhment due for the breach of thu Covenant ? 

A. The Curſe of God ; Ga/l.3.10. Dent. 27,26, 

Q. Did the Curſe fall upon Mankind immediatly upon the firſt ſin ? 

A, Yea, in'pait it did,, Gen, 3, 17,18, r9: Romy. 12, cc, yet 
not in full mealure, to tÞ2 utter roin of the World, as in God's y(t 
ſeverity it might have done. | 

Q: How came the World to have any mercy and patience extended 
to ut ? 

A, The Lord did graciouſly pre-ordain a Mediator to ſtand be- 
twzen Himſelf and Man , who did undertake to die for Man, and 
ſo [tay the Catfe from falling upon him,to hisimmediate and utter 
ruin; 1 Tim.2,5. Rev. 13.8. Pſal.75.3. 

Q. Do you judge Adams eating the forbiddenfrut was a fin againſt 
the ten Command s, ſeeing it #8 judged by ſome that they were net 
given till they were made known at Sinai ? * ; 

A. It is evident he ſinned againſt that Law, breaking the firſt, 
fifth, fixth, etghth, ninth, tenth, in the very letter of tnem., And 
that his fin wes againſt this Covenant is further manifeſt, thus : Till 
the fir Covenant was faulty, there ſhould no place have been 
ſought for the ſecond, Heb.8. 7. For the Law is not faulty in it ſelf, 
Rom,7.12,13, but irs only fault was, it would not ſave, nor- any 
way help us when once it was broken, Rem: 7.10.8 8:3,4. Now 
the breach of this Law leaving us helplels ; for- it could give no 
life, when once life was forfeited, Gal.3.21, therefore all life and 
mercy ſince the Fall muſt come by Chriſt upon a New-Covenant- 
account, no other Way being lefc now to attain it, But further; this 
is clear from this conſideration, That by the deeds of the Law can 
no fl:th be juſtthed, Rom. 3. 20, 28, and yet Juſtification Abel 
chrained upon a New-Covenant-account at that diy: for he was 
jaſtified by Faith, Heb. 11. 4. and Faith hath no relation to the 
Law, Gal.3.10,11,12, but they thatare made juſt by Faith, it is by 
Grace, thro tgh Redemption-mercy, Roms, 3, 21, quite through-to 
the end of the 5th chapter ; all Grace, Light and Mercy wiatſo. 
ever flowing now to the World through him, ever fince the Fall , 
Fob. 14. 13,14. 1 Per.3.19,19,20, Ger.6,z. 

Q. If this Law of the ten Comms inds were given at the Leginning, 
R | wherefore 
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wherefore then was it given at Sinai «again ? 

A. Firſt, That the World might ihe better diſcern their fin- 
fulneſs, Rom, 5.20.and 7.7, 8, 9, 10, 11,12, 13, 14, Secondly, 
That the rich grace extended by Jeſus Chriſt, might be the beter 
ſeen and eſteemed, 2nd thankfully embraced, Rem, 5, 20,21, 1 Cor, 
If. 56, 57, 58, | ; 

Q. 1s then the whole World bound to keep this Law ? 

A. Yea; as appears, Hat, 5,17,18,19,20, Rom, 3,0,to 21, 
Jam. 2. 8,0,10,11,12, 

Q. Wherefore dath James call this Law, the Rojal Law? 

A. Becauie this Law is Kingly or Supream ; the other Laws of 
Col being inferiour to it in dignity ; Wiich, as hanc-maids, are 
oiven to ſerve this Law, ſince fin came into the world ; which, bac 


| for the ſake of, had been al:ozether uſeleſs. For, what place could 


there be for the Law of Shadows, but to repreſent a Saviour to 
come, to redeem us from the Curſe of that Supream Law : nei- 
ther could there be need or uſe of the Law of Judgments to puniſh 
evil doers,if the Lay of the ten Commandments had rot bzen bxo- 


ken. 


Q, Doth it appear that Man was created very good ? 

eA, Yea; as »ppeus, Gern,1,31, and2, 1, Eccleſ. 7, 29, 

Q. How bad doth Man appear tobe now, ſince the Fall ? 

A. <o exceeding finful, that he of bimſelf, if left to himſelf , 
wceuld do no good, 2 Cer, 3. 5. Phil, 2, 13, Joh 15. 5. not ſpare 
no evil, but commit all iniquity with greedineſs, P/al. 14. 2, 3, 4. 
Rom. 3.9.10 20, Sin having its riſe or ſpring in the nature or 
heart of man, Mat. 15, 19. Job 14, 4. and 15, 14, 16, 

Q. If all men be by Nature, and of themſelves thus vile, how comes 
it to paſs that many who are not born again, are yet preſerved from that 
high degree of abormnation, that according to ſome of thoſe fore-named 
Texts, the heart of man 1s let out nie? : 

A. Men may and are kept from much evil, and canied (oth to 
much gr od, by the liberal ditt:ibution of common grace, and ſome- 
times by reſiraining grace, 

Q. What call yeu reſtraining grace ? 

A. Thatts thus to be underliood ; When God ordereth Provi- 
dences ſo, that perſons ace prevented. and kept by tis over-uling 
band fiom the evi:s ihut othet-wayes thy would do, You have 2n 

| In-- 


(8) 

Inſtance in the preſervation of David from Saul,when the Philifines 
Army took off Saul by a {trong hand from purſuing Davids life, And 
many diſcreet Parents by their good government, and Watchful eye ' 
over Children, preſerve them from many evils that otherwiſe they f 
wou!drun into, Theſe and other like Providences, by which fin is "4 
prevented, I call retraining grace. 

Q, YVVhat call you common grace ? 

A. That gracio'1s work of the Spirit, by which the generality of 
men are ordinarily followed and firiven with, Ger. 6, 3. which at- 
though it may not prevail with multitudes to convert them,ye: may 
it cairy them far into a reformation of | fe,and uſefulneſs to o:hers : 
The Scripture is fall of Inſtances; Joaſh, Amaziah, Uzziahb, Saul, 
Herod himſelf, with multitudes moe. Yea, many may go farre, not 
in Profeſſion only, but ſo high in the Practice of Godlineſs, as to 
Propheſie and calt out Devils in Chrifts Name, who never were 
thorowly converted, yet take themſelves for Converts ; but will at 
laſt be diſappointed ; Mat, 7, 22, 23. 

Q. VVhart proof u there that the Scriptures of the Old and New Te- 
ftaments, commonly received to be of Divine Authority , are ſo in- , | 
deed ? | 

A, It is certainly a tried word, Pſal. 12,6, and he that will | 
faichfally obey ir, ſhall have ſufficient proof of it in ſodoing; ac- 


: OI 
cording to John 7.16, 17, See a fuller proof 1n the foremen:ioned | 


Book. 
Q. Of what uſe are the holy Scriptures to ws ? 
A. They are of ſuch excellent uſe to us in ſo many reſpeRs, that | 
it is not eafie to name ; but in general thus, They are the only , 
ſafe Rule of Faith and Life, withour any Tradition whatſoever ; gi- 
ving ſaf: di:e&ion, an1 ſuch comfort to the obſervers of them, { 
2 Tim, 3. 15, 16, 17, Mat, 15. 9. Dewut, 5, 32, 33, and 12, 30, mn 
- 30, 32s . | 
I Q. Seeing man-kind do receive great benefit by the Mediator, lt w  » * 
| underſtand ſomething of his worth by the Scriptures ? | | 
A, This Mediator of the New Covenant in the man Chriſt Je- 
ſus, 1 Tim, 2,5, Who for the excellency of his perſon, even as he | 
13 Man, 1s th2 only choice piece in all the workmanth'p of Gol ; 
\ andin re{pett of his Pirit or inward Man, the firſt of all the Cre- 
a:ion, Heb, 1,73, 4. Col. 1, 15, 16, 17, Whica lived in glory wich 
| Go] 


F 
: 1 . 
£ 
: 
1 ' 
= 
" 
mw 
1 : 
. 
: 
; + 3 
? ; 
! 
| ; ; 
? 7 v8 4 
F z 6 1 
- 4 3 
\ £ : 2" 
IF 1! . 
CI |: 
os 1 "7 
*z j . 
'* : 'F, 
* 1 
q | 1F 
FN 
ſ 4 
: 
iy 
q 1 ! 
> 
i 
+; 
jt 7 
y 1 
11S 
& 
[5 FY 
£3 
" ; 
# 4 
4 7 | 
r : 
1 
o 


"x I py - . 
A + 3h o9—_ . - 
- 
—— M4 GW” CO—_ = 
ry 


(HEAT i Ts Th 
GAP me ES 


YE Er ONE el wn gy 
'T —_ 
£ — 


wg” 


0 WG” ws 


— —— _  —— TR ————_ 


_—_— TO - 
, 


” - 


9 
* God the Father, before any other of his Works had a being ; Prov, 


8,22 to 30, Job» 17.5. and was ſent from Heaven to take upon 
him our nature, Heb.2,14,16,17, andin reſpe& of his dody, flzth, 
or outward-man, he was begotten, conceived, and brought forth be- 
tween the molt high and omnipotent Spirit and a Virgin, without 
all ſpot or Rain of fin; Luke 1.35. Iſa.7.14. 1 Pet.1.19, 

Q. Think, you he was no more but a creature, although the moſt ex: 
cellent of the Creation ? 

A. 1 believe if he had been but a meer creature, the work he 
came for,would have been too hard for him. But he was poſſeſſed, 
filled, or anonted with the fulneſs of the Godhead, according to 
the Scriptures, Pſal.45. 7. Col. 2. 3,9. 1 Tim.3.16, See the ex- 
cellency of his Perſon, ſet forth and argued mote at large in my 
Book called, Means ro prevent periſhing. 

Q, Wherefore was it neceſſary for this moſt excellent Spirit of Chriſt 
to recerve a truly humane body of fleſh ? 

A. That he might die, according to the Scriptures, 1/a.53, 7,8, 
vo, Dan.9.26, | 

Qs What did bus Death effeft for w ? 
A. Our Redemption is effected thereby ; Rev.5.9, Gal.3.13. 
. What ſort of men are redeemed ? 

A. All Mankind without exception of any, 

Q. Are all effeftually redeemed, Believers and unbelievers, alike, 
without any difference ? | 

A, Yea; believing makes not a man to be ever the more re- 
deemed ; nor unbelief makes him not to be the leſs redeemed : for 
that is wrought out by Jeſus Chriſt for all ; it dependeth upon the 
price of bis Blood alone whether men believe or not, 


Q. Had you not need to prove this point clearly, ſeeing many learned 


men deny it; As alſo, becanſe it is the great Wheel upon which all the c#- 
rious parts and branches of the Goſpel turn? 

A. I will therefore lay down theſe fourteen Reaſons to prove it. 

1, The Scripture in ſo many plain poſitive words pf x it; 
John 3. 16,17, & 12.47, 2 Cor.5,14. 1 Tim,2,4,5,6, Heb, 2,9. 
I Foh. 2,2. 

Jo There is not one Text in the whole Scripture that ſaith he died 
For no more but Believers, or Ele perſons, Sheep,or the like, Net- 
ther can any Text be preſſed to ag in that warfare, but what wy 
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well be diſcharged of that Service, and yet have a very clear and 
holy Interpretation allowed ir, every way according With Godli- 
nels, 

3. The Scriptures ſometimes charaRer or deſcribe the Redeem- 


ed by ſuch names and titles as do not at all agree to Choſen-ones, 


or Saints, dittin& from the ungodly world ; but they bear theſe 
names, Sinners, Ungodly, Enemies, Unwſt, Rom. 5, 6,8, 10, 1 Pet. 
3,18, and in thoſe Texts mencioned in my fiſt Reaſon, they are 
called all men, and every man, and the world, and the whole world, 
Now theſe can bz no meec titles for, or deſcriptions of Redeemed- 
ones, if the El:& diſtia&t from the Reprobates were redeemed 
only. 

4 The work of the Miniſtry 1s the unworthielt ſervice that any 
man can undertake, if all men be not redeemed: for whoever wtll 
preach the Goſpel, mult cffer Salvation to Sinners in Chiifts Name, 
and upon the zccount of his Death call them to Repentance, and 
preſs them to believing and an holy Converſation; exhotting them, 
and if cauſe b2,reproving them with all Authority, Tir.2. the whole 
Chapter. But this can no man do to the ſatisfaction of his ova con- 
ſcience, that doth not believe that they are redeemed, that be thus 
exhorteth and reproveth : for if his heart ſecretly tell bim, Theſe 
Sinners, how obſtinate ſoever they ſeem to be, can no way help it, 
nor poſlibly be b-tter, if they be not redeemed, as for ought 1 know 
tazy be not; and if not, then have they more need of pity than re- 
proof; . andif they meet wich ſuch as have wit enough to do ir, will 
ſ20n tell them ſo, and ſay, How-know you that 1 am redeemed? 
and if not, which Way is it poſſible for me to be better? is there any 
race or ſtrength but what is in Chriſt? And if I have no ſhare in 
his Blood, I can never mend. Your preaching, nor my heating, 
wichout Chiiſt's Blood, can never change my heart. This Obje-. 
£15n can never b2 anſwered or removed. Burt the only way both 
to relolve doudts, and convince men of their evil ways, is, to prove 
that Chiilt died for all wichout exception. 

5. The Goſpel, exprelt in the holy Scriptures,is in it ſelf a truth, 
whoever doth or doth not believe it. Now the Goſpel likewiſe is 
to be preached unto all, confidered as men, and as finners, withour 
exception, Mark is, i5, Col.1,23,28, ICor.15,3, And the Go- 
ſpel, allowed of God to be preached to the world, is g90d tydings, 

oreat 
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(11 
great joy to all people, peace and good things, Luke 2, 19. Rows. 
10,75, But nothing of all this Golpel-grace can have fincetity and 
rruch in it, With reſpect to any of thoſe men for whom Chrilt died 


6. The Scriptures declar?,that of them Chrift hath bought, ſome 
will periſh, 2 Per, 2, 1, and if fo, there is no reaſon to think that 
any are left without Redemprion, 

7, The Sc:tprure chargeth the guilt of fin upon th2 world for 
their unbel12f, and makes 1t the true cauſe of their condemnation, 
John 16,9, 2Theſ.2,10,11,12, Acharge never to h2: made 200d, 
bur upon the account that they are Redeemei ; for wichonr ir they 
cannot b2 under the New Covenant, nor the duties cf it, which 
requireth fa1:h inthe Lord Jeſus, bur mult needs fill remain under 
the Oid Covenant,which requireth not that duty at any mans hand, 
neither condemneth any man for the want of Faith in him. 

8, The holy Scriptures maniteſt that Chriſt hith obtained by his 
death, Lordſhip and Dominion over all men, and right of receiv- 
ing honour from all men, and power of Judging them for di;ovedi- 
ence to his Goſpel, 2 Theſ. 1, 8. Rem, 14, 9. Now to have a jilt 
Title and Au:ho:ity over the men by means of his deathythat he ne- 
ver died for, is in all reaſon an utter impoſſibility, 

9, The Sctiptures are mokt expreis in th's Do&rin?, that God is 
no reſpe&er of perſons, 2 (Chron. 19. 7. Afts 10, 34. and yet doth 
he require faith, repentance and obdience at all mens hands, and 
yet without-Chiilt all duties are impcſlible, Fohs 15, 5. and alſo un- 
profitable, Heb. 9.22,23. and therefore if Chriſt have not died for 
all men, God muſtneecs be of all others the greatett re{p:&er of 


'per.ons, which he 9 earnzRily profeſleth againt in himiclf, an 


condemne-hino h:rs, 2 Chron, 19,6, 7. Dent. i. 17. 

10, Unleſs Chrift hath die 1 for all men, and by his blood open- 
ed a door for the renewing and ſaving of them, it is impollible fo: 
a multitude of Texts to have any manner of truth in them atall ; 
namely ſuch as do reftifie his Love to all, his Word an4 Oath that he 
would have men repent, and believe, and be ſaved, and not cie, 


+ Nor periſh ; he ſaith he hath no pleaſure in 1c, no not in the death 


of the wicked, no not of him that do.h die; ſaying, VYhy will you 
die 2 telling men th:y deliroy themſelves, and put away eternal 
life , and turn ih2 grace of God into wantonnels, tread upon Chrilt 
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(1) | 
an4 his blood, and that hz woald have gathered them, and they 
would not; and oh that thou hadſt known ; with many bowel-like 
expreſſions not to be numbred, See ſome of them, Pſal, 145, 9, 
Exch, 18. 31,32, ard 33.11, Hoſ. 13.9. 2 Pet. 3.9, 1 Tim. 2, 
4, 5, 6,7. Atts 13.46. Tude 4, Heb, 10.29, Pſal,$1,11, 12, 
13. Mat,23, 37. and many more ſpeak the ſame language. But 
it is 1npoſſl: for them to have,gither truth or ſavour in them, if 
Ch:ilt have not died for all men : for there is no means wnatſoe- 
ver that God dath uſe, or that man can uſe, that can do him any 
good, to work him to repentance or believing, that Chriſt did not 
die for, or that will ſave him if he could do both, 

11, Both the Scripture and works of God declare him to be gra- 
cious in himſelf, and in his nature-and diſpoſition enclined to mer- 
Cy, Exod. 34. 6. Tonah 4.2, Pſal, 19,1, Pſal, 86, I5, With 
much more if nezd were. But now, if the world generally periſh 
for want of Redemption,except that little remnant of choſen ones, 
| it is altogether impoſſiblz that he can be according to this deſcripti- 
| on, Gracious, But, whereas James 2. 13, ſaith, CMercy rejoyceth a- 
'S gainſt Tudgment ; it would have been much more proper to have 
{aid, Fudgment rejoyceth againſt Mercy ; for nothing. is more evi- 
il | dent than this, that God ſaveth no man bat upon ſuch tearms as do 
moſt abundantly maintain the honour of his Juſtice z and if in con- 
demning men he have not the fame reſpeR to the honour of his 
Mercy, which cannot b2 without Redemption, how is it poſſible 
that his Mercy ſhould be commenſurable to his Severity, much leſs 
| can it rejoyce againſt it ; therefore it 15 evident all are Re- 
| deemed, | 

12, Secing it isplain, 1 Cor, 15.21,22, that by virtue of Chriſts 
' coming all men riſe from the dead, he certainly hath redeemed 
| | them, or elſe he came purpoſely to b-ing upon them that eternal 

miſery which without him could never have bzfallen them. There- 
fore they that deny Univerſal Redemption, render Chriſt more a 
. Deſtroyer of mankind than a Saviour of them, contrary to the Scti- 
ptures, Luke 9. 56. Fohn 12.47. 

13. The innocency and profitablzneſs of this Do&iine ſpeaks 
| for the truth of it; for as it agrees With the Atributes of GoJ in ge- 
[| neral; ſo. it doth:not degrade him of his power, but it tendeth to 
' | MA2w.taat he will not uſe it unwiſely nor.cruelly : and as it tend- 
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( 13) 
eth to encourage Faith, and ſo Godlineſs in all , ſo it no way 
miniſtreth any occaſion or temptation to fin ; but rather it tells 
men that if they go on to {in and periſh, it is their own fault altoge- 
ther. 

14. The contrary Do&rine manifeRly tends to work doubts in 
mens minds, whether they bz Redeemed orno; and fo reckoneth 
their Faith, and ſo their Godlineſs the fruit of Faith. 


Q. Hath not Chriſt by Redemption purchaſed eternal life for all the 


Redeemed ? X 

A. Yea; in ſuch a ſence as God gave David Saxls Houſe, and 
his Wives, for if he had liked to have had them, nothing Rood in 
the way to hinder him but in no other ſenſe ; for Redemption 1s not 
Salvation, although it b2 a ſufticient means to effe& it, yet doth it 
'not put any man into an abſolute right thereof, but a man without 
any diſhonour to the work of Redemption may miſs thereof. 

Q. What ts Redemption then, and how may it be underſtood ? 

A. It 1s an abſolute purchaſing of us by the price of his own 
blood, from under the curſe of the Law, Gal, 3. 13, to himſelf; 
' as appears from the ſeventh and eighth Reaſons going before ; and 
ſo hath b:ought us under the New Covenant, Heb. 10, 19, 20, 29. 
which 15 eſtabliſhed upon better Promites, Heb, 8. 6. than the Old 
Was. 

Q. VVhat are the tearms, conditions or promiſes pertaining to the Ol4 
Covenant? | y 

A. Theſe for ſubſtance are all the tearms of that firſt Covenant, 
The man that doth theſe things ſhall live by them : And, Curſed ts he 
that doth them nat, Rom. 10. 5. Gal. 3. 10, 12, 

Q. YVVhat are the promiſes or tearms of the New Covenant ? 

A. Firſtin brief, theſe are the New Covenant tearms ; He that 
believes, ſhall be ſaved ; and he that believeth nat, ſhall le condemned, 
But ſecondly, The whole revelation of the Lords divine pleaſure, 
expreſt in the Promiſes and Threatnings of the Scriptures, are the 
New Covenant Tearms ; thoſe only excepted that b2fore were na- 
med, appertaining to the Firſt Covenant, 


Q. But what ts the New Covenant it ſelf, or how may it be under- - 


ſtood ? 


A, Chriſt himſelf is ſaid tob2 oiven as the Covenant, 1ſa. 42. . 


6, and 49, $. Secondly, the Blood of Chriſt is called, the Covenazt, 
| B.3 Cr 
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: 14) 

or Teſtament, Mat, 26, 28, Mark 14.24. Luke 22, 20. 1Cor,1s, 
25. Thirdly, Teaching mercy, pardoning mercy, and renewing 
mercy, are called th: Covenant, Fer. 31, 33, 34. Heb. 8. 10.,11, 
12, From all which this 15 evident, Taac the New Covenant is 
Free Grace, not only tendred, but extended by the Father through 
the blood of the Son to all men, ſufficient to enable them to believe 
acceptably ; and they that bzlieve, have ecernal life given them, . 
and all thact:nds to fir th:m for that bleſſed inheritance, while the 
ob[tinarte unbelievers for their diſob2dience to the Goſpel of Grac 
periſh, | 

Q. 1s Fatth of neceſſity to this New Covenant benefit? 

A. Yea; in all cone up to years of dilcretion, and capeable to 
attainit; as appzars, Heb. 11,6,7. Gal. 3,22, 26, Jobs 3, 15, 
16, 18, 36, 

Q Have Children no Faith, ſuppoſe yon ? 

A, We have no reaſon to believe they have, or can nave any, 
ſee ing Faith comes by hearing, Roms, 10, 14, 17, and there can bz 
no reaſon to bzlieve, that Faich can pothbiy be raiſed in the ſoul 
without hearing, or means' equivolent to hearing, ſufhcient to en- 
lighten th2 underſtanding 1n the knowledge of the Truth, 

Q. Do you believe Children are ſaved although they have no Fauh, 
ſeerng the Lord will not ſave perſons of underſtanding without ut ? 

A, Yea; Firſt, becauſe Chrilt tels us,"thac Of ſuch #5 the King- 
dom of Heaven, Mat, 19.13, 14. Lake 18, 15,16, 17, Secondly, 
They b:ing redeemed, and ſo delivered from all danger of eternal 
ruinz, upon the Old Covenant account ; It 1s no way likely that 
the New Covenant, Which is b2tter and more merciful, will ever 
condema ſuch as never live to diſobzy it; alſo the Scripture plain= 
ly manifz!teth that the ſecond Adam brought a Cure every Way pro- 
portionab'e wo the Diſeaſe the firtt Adam brought upon the world, 
Rom, 5, 12, fc, and that the grace is much more abundant that 
comes by tum : which b:ing true,there is no place for a doudt con- 
cerning the eltare of Infants, bur that it is well with them, ſeeing 
they have no more Gdiieale but what hath originally bzfallen them,if 
Chiloren have no Futh. | - 

. Fihat then us a wiſiole Church of Chriſt, or how may ut be d:ſcer x- 
ed from other Ajſemblies ? 

A, Th: vitible Church of Carilt, is an Aſſenbly of fairhful Per- 
{015 Saas þy calling at leatt, | Q., YVrYho 


(15) 

Q. YVVho are Saints by calling ? 

A. Thoſe that ate won by the Goſpel to believe, and voluntari- 
ly give up themſelves to the profeſſion and practice of Religion and 
RP 1 Eybey. 0. 3. F000. 3. 3, fy % 7. Co, 3. 2,45, 
6, 73 | | 

Q. FVhat Ordinances bath Chriſt appointed in his Church v1. 
frele ? 

A. Prayer, Preaching, Baptiſm, Laying on of Hands, the Lords 
Supper, With all Duties of Love 1n general, and when necetlity re- 
quireth, Excommunication alſo, 1 Tim. 2,1. eAts 12,5, 2 Tim, 
&; 2; + Mat. 28. I9, 20, I Cor, 11, 20, Heb. 3. 16. 2Cr,9, 
G6, 7. 1Cor.y, John 13.14, 15. Mat, 18. 15,16, 17, 18, 

Q. At what age ought perſons to be Baptized, and received into 
C hurch-Communion ? 

A. The Scriptures have not exprelt any age, but the time when 
perſons do indeed repent,and with all the hear believe th: Golpel, 
Atts 8. 36, 37, 38. Mark 16. 15, 16, Atts2. 38, 41, 42, and (0 
ſaith the Common- Prayer-Book allo in its Catechiſme,and that ac- 
cording to truth, 

Q. Be thoſe that are Baptizedzand ſo Members of the viſible Church, 
Heirs of Salvation ? 

A. Yea; if they do, as they profeſs, 1n truth believe, Jobs 3, 
if, K 16. 36. 

Q. YVVhat ts true Faith, let us underſtand and know it, ſeeing it us (0 
neceſſary ta Salvation ? | 

A. True Faith believes unfainecly all that God ſaith, how un- 
likely ſoeverac appears to ſenſe, Ger, 15.6. Gal. 3. 6, 7,9, Lag) 
3. 45, / 

4 Vi hat ts the naturt of true Fauth, or how may it be known when 
it is ſavingly wrougi1n the heart ? 

A. It will work men to a ſuitable obedience, and deliver them 
from the love and ſervice of fin; and thexfore it any do live in the 
ſervice of known fin, they cannot be in the Faith, nor yet the Ser= 
vants of Chiiſt, Jobs 8. 34, 39. 17Jobn3.1, 2, 3,4, 5,6,7,8,9, 
10, Afts 15,9, 1 

Q. YVill not that Faith then juſtifie men, which t5. mithout good 
works ? | 

A. No,it cannot,becauſe it is fruitleſs and dead, Jam.2, 14,7. 
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Q, Are we juſtified by Faith,or by VVorks,or by both together 7 

A. Nay ; we are juſtified by Faith without Works, Row. 3. 20; 
27,28, and 4.2, 3, 4z 5, 6. For however the Faith that is without 
Works will not juſtifie, yet the Works themſelves add nothing to- 
ward our juſtification, | 

Q. YVherefore then are good V Vorks of neceſſity ? 

A. They are not at all ct neceſſity to juſtifie us, nevertheleſs if 
we be Without them, our Faith 1s not true nor living, no more than 
he can be a living man that hath no breath in his noſtrils. | 

Q. But are Vs, orks of no uſe but only to prove our Faith true and of 
a living nature ? 

A. Yes; we may and muſt work diligently, as well as believe in 
order to the attainment of our SanRification, which is as neceſlary 
to Salvation as Juſtification is ; and Holineſs 1s not gotten with- 
out diligent working, Fob» 3. 3, 4. Heb. 12. 14, 2Pet, 3, 14, 
Heb. 6. 11, 12, 

Q. YVherefore muſt we work in order to our growth in Holineſs, and 
not in order to our Juſtification ? | 

A, In the one works profit not, but contrarily tend to rob the 
Lord of the honour of his grace, who forgiveth freely iniquity, Roms. 
4. 2,3, 4,5,6, 7, 8. but in the other works ate profitable for the 
attaining of holineſs,as was ſhewed before ; and rhey are profitable 
to men, and honourable to God, Tir. 3.8,14. Har. 5,16, Heb. 
12, I4. 

Q. But then wherefore muſt we believe in order to Sanflification, ſee- 
1ng it will not prevent working ? 

A. All Wotks are altogether vain without grace and bleſſing 
from God, which mult be fetched by Faich from him through Chriſt, 
that we may be kept humble in working, and withall thankful for 
what we obtain through believing. | . 

Q. How ought we to exerciſe our Faith, that we may become Saunts ? 
I are we adopted without it ? | 

A. No, not without it, Fob» 1. 12, Gal. 3.26, Heb, 11, 6. but 
thus ought we to exerciie our Faith, Firſt, confider the Might, 
Grace, Wiſdom and Faithfulneſs of God ; and hence conclude that 
you may well believe his words be all true. Secondly, conſider the 
cleaineſs of the Goſpel held forth to ſinners, loſt and helpleſs 1n 
themſelves, yet may ſcarcely reſt upon the grace of God in C _ 

| o 


? 


(17) 
for _ to change the heart -and life, according to the promiſes 


made to ſuch in the Goſpel, Iſa, 45. 22, Fobs 3, 14, 15, 16, 17- 
Heb, 7.25, with many like gracious promiſes in the Sctipture ; and 
through the bebolding the glory of the Lord in bis Goſpel, thou 
ſhalt not only be adopted, but alſo changed by tbe Spirit of the 
Lord, 2 Cor. 3.18. | 

Q. #hen « perſon is a Child of God by Faith, us there any thing more 
for him to do in order to bus enjoying eternal happineſs ? 

A. Yea; itis his duty, and that in ordet co his ſaf2ty, to live by 
Faith, Hab. 2. 4. Heb. 10, 38. | 

Q. 1s there eminent danger of a Believers falling away ? 

A. There is danger, if a man be careleſs and decline ; but no 
ſuch eminent danger, but that he who is in the Faith, may very poſ- 
fibly and well continue therein, Jobs 15.9,10. Att 13.43. 1 Tim. 

$6: | 
: Q. How comes it to paſs that any do or may fall «away ? Doth the Lord 
leave them to temptation and danger, or comes ut to paſs through ſome 
wilful diſobedrence of therr own ? 

A, Their own ungodly turning afide muſt needs be the alone 
cauſe thereof ; for the Lord on his part never fails to do all that is 
meet for him to do, or that can honourably be done by him, to pre- 
ſerve them from falling, x Theſſ. 5.23, 24. 1 Cor, 1.8, 9. 

Q. Do you think then that the Lord doth nat ſave ſome men by an om- 
nipetent arm ? ſeeing, 1 Pet, 1.5. ſaith, That they are kept by the pow- 
er of God to ſalvation ? 

eA. Compare that Text with Roms, 1. 16, and you may ſee he 
means no More, but the Goſpel faichfully b:lieved 1s Gods power 
to iave men ; and he that ſo continueth is ſaſe enough, 1 Cor, 15. 
i, $. 


» 
Q. But if men do fall from the Faith, may they no: be recovered a- 
gain to repentance ? 
A. Yea doubtleſs, if they fall not into the blaſphemy of the holy 
Spirit, they may ; x Tz, I, 20, 1 Kings 15.5, but it is avery 


dangerous finful eſtate, and a recovely out of it harder than the firit 
converſion, Prov, 14. 14, 


Q. But how doth it appear,that any that do tx truth believe with ſuch 


a Faitb, as, if they had contixucd in, would bave ſaved them, may finally 
fall away and periſh ? 
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| ( 18 ) 
A. It appeareth yer from the expreſs teſtimony of the holy 
Scripture, Exh, 18, 24, 26, and 33. 12, 13, 18, Joby 15, 6, 
i Tun, F, 11, 12, | 

Q. Dy you think that all that fall away are ſuch as once truly belie- 


a —— ——— 


"ui; and ſhould have been ſaved, if they had continued in their pro- 


feſſion ? 

A. No by no means ; for when men do fall off from the profeſſ- 
on of Godlineſs, eſpecially in great numbers, it is like they were 
never ſound, John 6, 60, 66, 1 Fobs 2, 19, For, I believe it is 
not eafie nor ordinary for a true Believer to come to fall from the 
Faith, eſpecially ſo low as from the profeſſion of it ; but contrarily 
many that are not ſound, may ſtand in their profeiſion to the lalt, 
Mat. 7. 22, 23. 

Q, But «6 it not poſſible for a true Believer to ſecrre both himſelf and 
his fears from the danger of falling away ? 

A. Yea, very well ; God affords rich ſupplies of grace for that 
end, and he that takes the direQtion the Scripture giveth, ſhall be 

he ſhall never fall from ihe Faith, 2 Peer, x. 5,6, 7,8, 9, 10, 
1r, and, 17, 18. and he that perſevereth tn the Faith to the end, 
ſhall never miſs of eternal Life, John 5. 24. Coloſſ. 1, 22, 23, 

Q. How com?s a People to be a Church, or what Miniſtry ts ne- 
ceſſary to put them in Order, and make them meet to partake of Ord;- 
nances ? : 

A. Cariſt and his holy Spirit,by the infallible Miniſtry of his A+ 
poltles and Prophets, Epheſ. 2. 19, 20, 21, 22. 

Q_ You ſpeak as if men might put themſelves into aChurch Order 
and Fellowſhip, do you think they may or can do it warrantably ? 

A, No; I knowitis impoſſible for men to make themſelves an 
acceptable or a holy Church, neither do men go abougit of them- 
ſelves when they are dire&ted by the holy Scriptures in this work ; 
bat they are without doubt upon the Apoſtles and Prophets tiuly 
b::ilt, and Chriſt is the true corner-ftone of the Building, and the 
holy Spirit the Builder - But if any men ſhould come and ſay, they 
are Apoltles, and ſhould alſo work Miracles, yet ought we not to 


Aeave the holy Scriptures one hairs breadth to follow them ; the 


true Foundation 1s laid already,and noman can lay any other, x Cor, 
3. 11, and we have Chriſt and his Apoſtles indeed in the New 
Tectament, Ephe/,2,20,21,22, and Moſes anc the Prophets in th: 

| Old, 
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Old, Luke 16. 29, 31, all which are a full and perfe& ouideto 
evely good work, 2 Tim. 3.16, 17. ; 

Q. Hath not Chriſt appointed a contiuning Miniſtry to feed and g1- 
vern the Church ? 

A. Yea; we are inftiuted what their work or office and their 
qualifications muſt be, 1 Tim. 3, Tit. 1.6, 7, 8, 9, 

Q. But how ſhall men come by a poxer orderly to make or to be made 
HMimſters now ſince the apoſtacy, ſeeing there 15 n0t a ſucceſſion of that 
true Miniftry to ordain as Chriſt left 2 

A, Firſt, it is Chiitt and not men that makes Miniſters; if we had 
now the Churches the Apoftles planted, and the Bithops they or- 
dained, they could give him no lawful power: to minitier the Goſ- 
pel that Chriſt hath not ficted for that work by his Spitit ; neither 
ſee I any reaſon to doubt of the lawfulneſs of his exeicile of a Mini- 
ſry that Chriſt hath fitted for that work : Gifts to men for the Mi- 
niltry, and gifts cf Miniſters to the Church, are both from him , 
Ephſ. 4.7, 8, i1, 12. therefore his Miniſters and his Churches 
malt take heed to his Word, which is a ſafe and ſure guide to them 
in all caſes. It is beyond doubt that Churches may, and ought to 
ele& or chooſe their Miniſters, Acts 6, which plainly ſheweth chat 
they are competent Judges of their fitneſs for the ſervice they are 
to undertake ; and as for laying on of the hands of the Presbytery, 
I can ſee no more bat theſe two ends of it ; One to ſeek the Lords 
bletfing and further aſſiſtance of the Spirit upon their Miniſtry, anc- 
ther end to manifeſt their approbatioa of what Chiiſt hath done in 
fitting of them for that work ; and what they do, ſeems to me to be 
done as Servants for the Church, and not by virtue of any power 
or authority that 1s placed in any Officer or company of Miniſters 
whatſoever, to give him lawful power to Officiate as a Miniſter 
of Chriſt, that otherwiſe wanted a lawful authority ſo to do.. My 
Reaſons are, 

Firſt, I find hands laid on them that neicher wanted an Ofkce, 
nor a ſufficient Call to the exerciſe of ir, upon their ſetting torth 
from the Church to preach the Goſpel abroad in the world, As, * 
#3, 2, 

Secondly, I find that Whoſo hatr gifts to Preach, may lawfully 
uſe them, 1 Per, 4, 10, 11. and yet this ſeems to be the greatelt 
work of an Apoſile of Chriſt, Compare x Cor, x, 14, 17, with 9. 

K.4 16, 
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16, 17, And I can find no warrant for Churches or Miniſters to 
commit a Paſtoral charge to any man, but ſach an one as is a known, 
apt, and able Preacher, x Tim, 3.2. Tit. 1, 9, Which cannot well 
b2, except he be frequently found in the work of Preaching ; and 
therefore my judgement is,that the work of theMiniltry is nor bound 
* a Miniſter, alihough a Miniſter be bound to his work, As 20, 
28, 

Q. Yon ſaid a little before, that Baptiſm belonged to ſuch as belirve 
and repent : Let ws underſtand what that Ordinance 1, and wherein it 
will profit ua ? 

A.lt is a Burial inWater,in the Name of the Father, Son, & Holy 
Spirit ; to ſigni fie Death, Burial, and Reſurrection, that as Chritt 
died for us and roſe from the Grave, ſo we that believe ſhall riſe 
by means of his Death to inherit eternal life, and (hall receive grace 
thro1gh his Death to kill fin, and quicken ns to walk in newnets of 
life, 1 Cor, 15, 29, Rom.6.3,4. 

Q. Since you ſay Believers ſhall riſe to inherit eternal Life, ſhall uo 
others riſe from the grave again ? ; 

A, Yea; although all thall nat riſe io glory, yet Chri® naving 
Redeemed th?m from the Curſe of the Law, it 1s impoſſible th- 
Grave candetain them for ever ; but firſt or lalt both good and bad 
ſhall riſe again, Fohn 5. 28, 29. 1 Cor, 15, 21, 22. | 

Q. Do not all the dead, good and bad, riſe at once ? | 

A. No; the faithful riſe to enjoy a glorious Kingdom with Chriſt 
a thouſand years, bzfore the wicked world (hall riſe again, 1 T hef. 
4.16, Rev, 20,3,4, 5, 6. yet ſhall they at laſt riſe to receive the 
ſentence of condemnation, Dax, 12. 2, Fohs 5. 29. | 
'  Q. What think you of the Spirit or Inward-man ? Doth that more 
excellent part die with the Body, or what ſtate ts it intill the Reſar- 
reftion ? 

A. What its injoyments are, or in What place or places their Spt- 
rits remain, Lſhall not ſay ; and I would no man would ſay more in 
th2 caſe than he can clearly prove,to raiſe fruitleſs contention ; but 
this much is clear, That the Spirits of men do live when the Body 
1: dezd, and are capable of enjoying more communion With Chriſt 
than while they remained in the Body, 2 Cor, 5.6, 8,9. ard 12.2, 
3, 4+ Phil. x. 21, 22, 23, 24, Mat. 10,28, Luke 9,30, 31. and 
what I have ſecn urged to the coarraty, Wants ftrengih and _ 
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neſs ; but Controverfie b2comes not a Catechiſm, | 

Q. 1s the Spirit taken out of the Body to the eftate it ſhall for ever 
remain in,as ſome think,, and the Body never riſe ont of the duſt again ? 

A. Although the fore-named Texts be full of authoric {0 prove, 
that that very Body that dies,and is. laid in the duRt,ſhalfriſe again ; 
yet I for a further proof commend to confideration 1 Cor, 15, Job 
19.25, 26, 27, Theſe places can admit of no other Interpreta- 
tion, , | 

Q. Will you ſpeak, to the Ordinance of Laying on of Hands, in what 
caſes it 5 appointed ? 

A. Irſeems ro me tob2 appointed in ſeveral caſ%%. Firſt, for the 
blzingof th2 Lord on Church Members for the gifts and increaſe 
cf the Spritr, that they may grow uſeful in and to the Body, the 
Church, As 8. x5, 16, 17, 18, 19,20. ard 19, 2,6,7. 1 Cor, 12, 
14. and 1, 12, And b:ing reckoned among the Principles, Heb.6.x, 
2, I cannot ſee but Principles of Religion m:(t belong to all that *' 
are ay bh be As freak of 

. Bat thoſe Texts in (he Alts ſpe the pift of Tongues given b 
5. ke ; Is it tobe prattiſed "Gor that nt / 4 g - : 
- A. Handsateto be laid on for what Gifts it pleaſeth the Holy 
Spirit to give, 1 Cor, 12, 11, for however it pleaſed the Lord to - 
o1ve thoſe gifts that were more than ordinary, in the uſe of it ſome- 
time in that day, yet it ſeems to be more the defign of the Lord, for 
the advancement of the Goſpel in that day, than the end of that In- 
ſtitution ; and the Gift might exceed the expectation of the Admi- 
niſtrator, or the Receiver, its like, if we confider 2 Tz, I, 6, 7. 
x Cor, 12, and 14, Chapters, It can no more be proved that it was 
appointed for ſuch an end, than it can be proved that Preaching the 
Goſpel was appointed for that end ; yet it pleated the Lord to ap- 
pear as fir in the one of thoſe Ordinances, as 1n the other of them, 
1n that day, As 10,46, Burt if there be any ground toexpect thoſe 
oifts that are more than ordinary in the uſe of any means or duties 
1ncumbanr upon us, ir may rather be expeRed from Believing, Re- 
pentance or Baptiſm, than from Laying on cf Hands, Mark 16, 
17,18, Atlts2, 3v, 
Q. 1n what other caſes is this Ordinance appointed ? 

A. In the ſetting apart Church Officers to their Miniftry, for the 
further aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit,to ſupply them with help for the 
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diſcharge of their. great work, Afts 6.6. 1 Tim,4.14, a8 likewiſe for 
2aling the fick, Mark 16. 18, Ats 28, 8, 0, 

Q. Bat u it not appointed for Children likewiſe,that they may recerve 
a bleſſing from Chriſt ? 

A, I canflot (ay there is any appointment by way of command for 
it toth2:M, if our Lords example, Mat.19.13,14,15. Mark 10. 13, 
L4, 15,16. be not a ſufhcient warrant to his Miniſters to bleſs in his 
Nainz,as his Miniſters of old did, Dexr, 19.8, Numb.6, 23, to 27. 
There is no 0;her warrant that I know of ; I ſhall therefore leave 
it to Conhideration, 

Q. But ts there not an Ordinance of Annoint ing appointed for the ſick. 
Members of the Church ? EN. 

A. Yea; and the manner directed, and precious Promiſes an- 
n2xed tothe upright and faithful pzrformance of that duty, Fam. 5, 
14,15, 16. 

Q. What us the right manner of recetrving the Lords Supper ? 

A. The woilt of mn do acknowledge that the perſons receiving 
mult be qualified wich Faith and Repentance,thankfulneſs to God, 
and charity tomen ; I nzed not prove that : Let not ſuch men as 
confeſs that,nife up 1n jidgement againt us : But what I ſhall ſay,is 
to the time, which 1s plainly fignihed to be at night, after our own 
ſupper 1s lovingly eaten together ; and therefore are they reprehen- 
dd, that ate their own ſupper before their poor brethren came to 
eat withthem, 1 Cor, 11.21, 22, 23, 24,25. and are commanded 
for after-:1nes3 not to do ſo, bur to tarry one for another, verſ. 33. 
there 1s no Warrant from Chriſt or his Apoſtles for any other ſeaſon ; 
b.tit is eafie for g20d men to learn of the Philiſtines to carry the 
Ark upon x Cart. | 

Q. Tow ſrem to ſpeak, 4s if nrthizg might be done, neither for matter 
nor manner, but according to direttion from the Lord, 

A. Itis true, it is my Faith; we are not wiſe enough to guide 
our ſelves,nor any men by humane wiſdom fic to guide us,and there- 
fore we mult not pin our Faith upon any of th2ir {]:eves, nor follow 
then but as they follow Chritt, the wiitten Word 1s the alone rule, 
Mat.15.9. Dent.12.32, | 

. Ba: will this Rule hold grod 12 all caſestemporal as well 4 ſpirita- 
al, baying and ſelling, gaveraiag and being governed ? 

A,I knoNv not the calc 19 which it will not hold, for the holy Sc:1- 
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ptures areable thorowly to furniſh a man for every 2001 work, 
2 Tim,3,17.and a King 1s bound by the expreſs Law of Ged to have 
a Copy of the Law of God by him, ſo to dire him in his whole du- 
ty, that he turn not from Gods Commandment, neither to theright 
hand nor tothe left, Dexr. 17.18, 19,20, and ſo likewiſe muli every 
inferiour perſon know now to diicharge his duty by the direRion of 
the ſame word, Demt.4.2, Foſh.1.7,8, fora mans obedience,where 
the Law of Nature molt binds him, is to bz but in the Lord, Ephef. 
6. 1, the which duties can never be regularly performed but by the 
knowledve of the will of God, which whoſoever will attain,m.{t ac- 
quaint himielf with the Word of Truth, the holy Scriptures, Pal. 
119.9.and 10F, 130, 

Q. What ts the duty of Prayer ? : 

A. Fuſt, To askaccorcing to the Will of God, Szcondly, Take 
heed that you have no iniquity in your hands, nor the love of it in 
jour hearts ; but ſee that they be purced from all defigne of ſerving 
it, if you Would bs heard, Thirdly, Be ſure to go with a mercitul 
forgiving heart, Fourthly, Pray fiequently, and ceaſe not till an 
anſwer comes, Fifthly, Believe or ret upon the Almighties grace, 
and compalhon through Chriſt,” for to hear and anſwer you, 1 Foh» 
F, 14, IF. Iſa, 1,15,16,17,18, Pſal. 66, 18. Mat. 6, 12,14,15. 
1 Tim. 2. 8, Jam.5.16, Luke 18, 1,to 9, John 16, 23,24. Fam.1, 
5 0a” + 

Q. Who are to be caſt out of the Church ? 

A. Odbſtinate and ſcandalous finners, Mat. 18. 15, 16, 17, 18, 
I Cor.5.45. 

Q. Are ſuch tobe received into the Church again or not ? 

A. Yes; they are to be received again With all love and tender- 
neſs, if they repent, 2 Cvr. 2, 5,6,7,8, 

Q. What us Repentance ? 

A, It 15 an unfained turning from all ungoditneſs and untighte- 
ouſneſs, in all tnings to pleaſe the Lord, 

Q. Doth not Repentance conſiſt in great ſorrow and humblings ? 

A. So much ſorrow and h:imiliation is neceſſary as will bring our 
hearts to ſearch out the Will of God and dot ; for that is the great 


end anduſe of godly ſorrow,to work the heart to that hatred cfhn, 
and that watchfulneſs, care, and ſence of the evil of it, and danger ot 


falling into it, that we may be preſervec from it for time to Come, 
UNC 
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and have our hearts and wayes brought into a ſincere obedience and 
conformity to the will of God. ; 

Q, ll you now before you concludes grve your ſence of God, and of 
his wayer, how we are to judge of bins and them, according a5 was hinted 
in the beginning > Make thoſe things plain, for tx thoſe general tearms 
all men will ſubſcribe to wbat you ſay- 

A. My meaning is, That whatſcever the Scriptures do attribute 
to God, which holdeth forth excellency and glory,as theſe, Power, 
Juſtice, Holineſs, Wiſdom, Knowledge, Truth or Faithfulneſs, So- 
veraignty, Eternity, Infiniceneſs, Omnipreſence, Omniſciencie,or 
the like ; they are to be underltood to be lo perfely the natureand 


| bzing of GoJ, or which is all one, they bear ſo perfeR an accord 


with his matchleſs being and goodneſs, that he can neither decree 
nor act at any time contrary unto them ; but what ever hedecreeth 
or doth, bears a perfe& accord with theſe glorious Atttibutes alto- 
o2ther, Burt when any thing is ſpoken of him which argueth frailty, 
or imperfeion,theſe muſt be underſtood with great caution and re- 
ſtriRion; as namely, Wrath, Hatred, Repentance, or any paſſage 
that implieth want of Knowledge, theſe cannot be properly attri- 
buted to God at any time, but do or mult refer, or be referred to 
ſome works that God doth, that have ſome circumſiances at leaſt in 
them, either for matter or manner, which if done by man would ar- 
oug evil, weakneſs, or imperfeRion in him, but impoſſible it is that 
they can proceed from imperfection in God, | 

Q. Do you call Repentance imperfetlion ? 15 ut not afrut of grace and 
a good work to Repent ? 

A. Although it b: good and neceſlary for man to repent, yet it 
argueth imperfection in him ; for if he had done nothing amiſs, he 
need not nor ought not to repent : but for the Lord, he can do no- 
thing that is evil, and therefore need not nor cannot repent, Gez.18. 
25. Pſal. 5, 4. Numb. 23.19. and any word implying any ſuch 
weakneſs in God, is ſpoken for our ſakes, the Lord Rooping down 
to our infirmity, that we may the better underſtand him, 

Q. #hat think you of Gods Decrees 

A. Firlt, I believe them to be in Gods purpoſe determined ac- 
cording to his infinite Wiſdom and Counſel, before the world began, 
Epbeſ. 1, 4,5,99 11. 2 Thefſ. 2, T3. And ſecondly, I believe them 
tO b2 as unalterable as God himielf, Pſal, 33.11, Mal. 3. 6, 

Q. Think. 


? 
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Q. Think you we may not go too far in ſearching imo the Derrees of God? 
A, Yea doubtleſs, if we go farther than the Scriptures have te+ 
vealed his mind, Dent, 29, 29, But for his Dectees of Purpoſes, 
which are all one,of Ele@ion, Reprobation, Salvation atid Conden- 
nation, theſe are parts of his Revealed Counſel, and may be looked 
into, and muſt, if we mult look into the Mylter;es of the Golp?l ; 
for certain it 18, that he doth nothing in time, nor ſaith any thing in 
his Word, but what bzareth a perte& accord with his eternal and 
unchangable Dezcrees, The Promiſes of the Goſpel do tell us wa” 
are Elected to Salvation, and the Threatnings do likewife rell us 
who are Reprobated to Delttucion ; for God doth not Reprovate 
one ſort of men and Threaten another, nor Threaten one tort and 

Puniſh another. 

Q. Who are elefted to Salvation ? 

A. Thoſe that in truth believe, and are truly ſanGtified by the 
Spirit, 2 Thefſ. 2, 13. 

. Are perſons choſen and made Believers, becauſe they were cboſen 
firſt? or being found ina ſlate of belizying, are they, as ſuch, choſen to 
Saivation? | : 

A, I know no Text of Scripture that ſaith that any are choſen 
any other wayes than they are in Chiiſt, Believers, Saints, or God- 
ly, or fore-ſeen ſo to be, 1 Pet. 1, 2. Epheſ. 1, 4, Pſal. 4.3: 

Q. But are not p:rſons made Believers by grace ? or hath any man 
more than is freely wrought in him by the Spirit of God ? 

A, No man 18 more or can be btter than the Spirit of grace ma- 
keth him; yet doth it not follow hence, that/grace is conferred on 
any man partially or irreſiftably, or that any unbelievers do want 
ſufficient ſupplies of the Spirit of Grace to inable them to believe, 
a5 hath before been proved, 

Q. Who are Reprobated to deſtruttion ? 

A, Such as turn the Grace of God into wantonneſs, remaining in 
unbelief when the truth is made known to them ; reſiſting it for 
want of love to1t ; not ſuffering Chriſt to dwell in their hearts by 
Faith, but treading on him through the love of iniquity, Fde 4. 
2 Theſ]. 2. 10, 11,12, Heb, 10. 26, 27, 28, 29, Fohn 3. 18, 19. 
Theſe Texts with many others, do declare that ſuch men ate rec- 
probated, and for ſuch cauſes only. ON 

Q. But where the Spirit of grace us extended, it us able to cure the 
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Ron of men of theſe ſins and corruptions us it not, ſo that they ſhall not 
periſh ? : 

A. It isſo, and it will and doth cure them that receive him; but 
he neither wil nor doth cure thoſe that continue to refit him, as Re- 
probates do to their own deſtrution,Gen. 6.3, 1 Pet,3,19,20, Alts 
7. Fl, 

Q. 7s there any profit in the knowledge of the Doitrine of Elefion and 


| Reprobation ? 


eA. Yea, great advantage ; for he that continueth in. Chriſt by 
unfained believing, is undec the Promiſes of EleRion and Salvati- 
on, and cannot pothbly miſs thereof, Fobn 3. 15, 16. Rom. 8. 1, 
Fohn 15 ,24.Secondly, In aſtate of unbelief and diſob2dience to the 
Goſpel who ever is found, is under the threatnings of Reprobation 
and condemnation, and cannot poſſibly mi's ther2of, Fohs 3. 18, 
I9, 36. Coloſſ, 3. 3,5, 6. 2 Theſſ. 1,8, 9, Now the knowledge of 
this iS a blefled means to encourage and quicken men to believing 
and holineſs, 

Q. 1s 0: then the free grace of God the principal canſe of Gods Ea 
leftion ? 

A. Yes ; unqueſtionably the free grace and love of God is the 
original cauſe of Redemption as weil as of Election ; and likewiſe 
of all the mercy the Sons of men are made partakers of in one kind 
or. other from til} to laſt; for there is nothing in the Creature that 
Can bþ2 a cauſe to move God to be merciful, if his own infinite com= 
paſhons did not incline him to extend grace and favour to poor hn- 
ners ; yet Will he extend his mercies.upon us, by ſuch means, and 
upon ſuch tearms as ſhall wholly agree with his own holy will and 
honour, Tit. 3..4,5, 6, 7. 2 Tim. 1.9, 10. 

Q. 1s not the foundation of God ſure? the Lord knoweth th:m that be 
his, and ſo conſequently them that are not hu. 

A. Yeaitis beyond all doubt, that ther2 is no counſe!, thing,nor 
thought, but it is perfeRly fore-known to God ; yet will it by no 
means follow, that his. fore-knowle ge of any-thing 13 the cauſe 
wherefore it cometh to paſs, 1 Sam, 23. 10, LL, 12, 13, Dent, 

tz 24; . | | 

Qs VVill the Lord give grace to ſave ſuch men as he fore-knoweth 
will abuſe it and periſh ? 

A. Yea, and that to ſo great a degree as might Well ar 

their 
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their deſtruRion, 2 Chron. 36.14,15,16, Iſa. . 2,3,4, Exch, 33, 
10,11, With many moe Texts of like import. 

Q. YVherefore doth the all-wiſe God do ſo, ſeeing he knoweth it will 
do them no good ? 

A. For many reaſone, but eſpecially theſe two. Firſt, his own 
rich mercy is, and will, by this means be exalted (o high, that they 
and all men ſhall one day know, .that his tender mercies would have 
prevented their ruine, . Pſe/, 145.9. Ezek, 18.32, And ſecondly, 
That when they do come to periſh, they may be alcog2ther left with= 
out excuſe, Rows. 2, I5. John 15. 22, 

Qs. Seeing theſe are the Counſels and VV ayes of the moſt High, what 
concerns me 10 believe and do, that 1 may be found in a ſtate of acceptation 
before him ? 

A. Iteminently andin the firſt place concerns thee,in all plain- 
neſs of heart, to ſearch out ths clear knowledge of his holy will in 
all things, and firmly to believe the ſame ; for ſuch a fincere Faith 
will intereſt thee into a ſtate of acceptation with God, 1 Chroz, 28, 
8, 9. Rom, 4. 3. Secondly, Live by Faith, to bring torth the ob> 
dience thereof ; and in this path thou canſt not miſs of Glory, 
2 Cor. 5, 7,8, 9. Rom. 16,26, 

Q. Open this Life of Faith with clearneſs in ſome main and principal 
points,for the ſafe direction of the ſoul in this path of peace and happineſs. 

A, Carry the Truths of God ſo upon thy heart, that thy whol- 
converſation may comport or agree With thy Faith; as for. example, 
Confider Gol 1s in himſelf good and faithful, and thzrefore all his 
words are ſo allo : however carnal ſence may preſent them, yet are 
they of a molt divine quality, P/. 119. 127,128,138,140, All his 
Commandments are good, and given for our good, Deut, 10, 13. 
Pfal. 119,165. And mind alwayes, that every ſaying of his is molt 
true, Prov. 8,6, 7, $, Therefore when he threatnerh finners, he 
certainly intendeth their defttucion unleſs they take warning and 
repent ; and upon ſuch tearms as he hath promiſed to-be gracious, 
he will never diſappoint-the hopzs of any man ; and when he diret- 


, eth us to the uſe of any means, he meaneth to bleſs that means,if we 


ate it for our ſaving $2043 and when he calleth us to cone: unto 
him for any favour, he intendeth<the beftowing cf 1t upon us; if we 
come to him for it : neither calleth he us at any time to any work, 
Dat what he meaneth to affilt us in the doing of, no nor yer to 
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fer for Him or his Truth, but with an intention to afford ug grace 
and firength to bear us up nnder:them, as alfo. to ſanRifie them to 
us for good, and to deliver us in the beft. ſeaſon, Therefore ifthou 
wilt live by Faith, lay up theſe and ſuch like truths in thy heart, rg | 
quicken thee to watch and pray, to refiſt fin and fly ſnares. And in 
all thy godly endeavours, exerciſe Faith in and upon the rich Grace | 
of God, through the blood of Chriſt, for thoſe ſupplies of grace | 
which are needful to mend thy heart and life daily, And if thou run | 
rhis race rnd faithfully and diligently, thou mayelt be as ſure as 
thou art of thy being, to arrive at laſt at that Haven of felicity and 
eternal peace, \vhere no (in, temptation or ſorrow ſhall ever come 
to moleſ or trouble thee more : But if thou prize the pleaſures of 
fin, thy intereſt or credit with men, thy caſe or peace 1n the world, 
| ſo high, as theſe things thou wilt not loſe or hazard'for Chriſt, or 
bis Kingdom and the righteouſneſs thereof z then know that that 
Lake of fire and brimſtone Will be thy portion at laſt, from whence 
there is no redemption ; And from which the good Lord deliver ua, 
Amen, : on. 
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